blue & planet

News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date: February 27, 2009

Contacts:  Jeffrey Mikulina Kris Tanahara
Blue Planet Foundation Stryker Weiner & Yokota
Ph. (808) 954-6142 Ph. (808) 237-2986

jeff@blueplanetfoundation.org  kris@strykerweiner.com

BLUE PLANET FOUNDATION URGES LAWMAKERS TO MOVE
CLEAN ENERGY BILLS FORWARD
In its quest to help Hawai‘i become energy independent in 10 years, the Blue
Planet Foundation (BPF) is urging lawmakers to enact a policy framework that
transforms how the state produces, generates and uses energy. BPF has
identified a dozen bills that will promote energy independence and spur

economic benefits, job creation and environmental benefits.

“While you face many challenging issues this session— from filling major pukas
in the budget to social policy issues —energy is the single issue that touches
everyone, everyday, from Hilo to Hanalei,” said Jeff Mikulina, BPF executive
director in an eight page memo to lawmakers. (See Attached.) “Powering our
economy, moving people, and providing affordable electricity to residents

statewide is central to Hawai'i’s quality of life. That’s why we need to rapidly
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transition away from imported fossil fuel to clean, renewable, and indigenous

sources of power.”

The bills offer a variety of clean power solutions, ranging from the creation of a
$250 million clean energy investment fund to on-bill financing for energy
efficiency to requiring all Hawai'i gas stations to provide working tire pressure

gauges and air pumps for motorists.

“Solving our energy crisis will help Hawai'i leverage every other investment we
make, from education to healthcare to economic diversification,” added
Mikulina. “While passing bold measures such as these takes political courage,

the legacy of creating a clean energy future will be remembered for generations.”

The Blue Planet Foundation, a non-profit organization founded in 2007, aims to
change our world’s energy culture, and in the process, make Hawai‘i a role

model for clean energy solutions.

For more information about the Blue Planet Foundation, visit

www.blueplanetfoundation.org.
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